
Network of International Business Schools

nibs

NIBS 2013 WORLDWIDE 
CASE COMPETITION

KHLeuven - Belgium
Department of Business Studies

3 - 9  March 2013



A message from

KHLeuven, Department of Business Studies
Dear participant, coach, member of the jury and guest

Many of you probably visit Leuven, Belgium, or even Europe for the first 
time. The Network of International Business Schools (NIBS) and 
KHLeuven/Leuven University College wish to extend a warm welcome to all 
of you, whether you come from Finland, Canada, the US or elsewhere, and 
we hope that you will get a taste of all that our university college, our town 
and our region has to offer.

NIBS was established in 2001 and the network constitutes 85 universities 
from all over the world. It promotes a variety of international events such 
as student exchanges, teacher exchanges, accreditation, NIBS business 
plan competition, Start-Up Café, e-journal and an annual conference. The 
NIBS Worldwide Case Competition is one of our flagship events. Participa-
tion in this competition is an important stepping stone in order to embark 
on an exciting future in the international business world. As members of 
the Board of Directors, we are extremely proud of this achievement. 
KHLeuven, our university college, has a student population of approximat-
tely 8,000. Since we are located in Flanders, the northern part of Belgium, the common language is 
Flemish (Dutch). In English, our official name is Leuven University College. Although the letter "K" is not 
part of our English name, it is symbolic of the history and the mission of our university college. "K" stands 
for "katholiek" (catholic). Although our university college has catholic roots, it has become a pluralistic 
college with an open mind about today's diverse society. All Flemish catholic university colleges have 
become part of an association directed by Katholieke Universiteit Leuven (KU Leuven), also located in 
Leuven. The entire KU Leuven Association has a student population of 37,000. 

The bachelor degree programmes of university colleges are rather profession-oriented, which means that 
they prepare students for professional careers. Students wishing to pursue a master's degree transfer to 
the Leuven university or to foreign universities.
This year's edition of the NIBS Worldwide Case Competition takes place at the Department of Business 
Studies of KHLeuven (2,000 students). The department's goal is to educate its students to become 
European and world citizens. International events are part of the core activities of the department. 
Students take part in international weeks and international business games, do an Erasmus exchange and 
so on. In addition to that, we have international students who choose to study at our university college for 
at least one semester. All these efforts have led to the fact that the Accreditation Organisation of the 
Netherlands and Flanders granted our college the distinctive quality feature of internationalisation. More-
over, our department has been officially recognised by the NIBS network as an international business 
school.

Organising the 2013 NIBS Worldwide Case Competition is this year's highlight for our department. It is an 
event that has been meticulously prepared by an organisation team during the past 12 months. I particu-
larly want to thank Mario De Wolf, Inge Verstraete, the student crew and buddies who did outstanding 
work.

Since your team qualified for the Championship round, you have already delivered an excellent perfor-
mance.  The NIBS chair, Prof. Ian Charles, and I wish your team the best of luck during the coming week. 
In addition, we thank all team coaches and members of the jury for their efforts and their assistance. Other 
guests are cordially invited to participate in the next edition. We do hope that each of you will have enjoyed 
many memorable moments and will be equipped with a wealth of international experience. Good luck!

Luc Vanhille, Ph.D.   
Head of Department of Business Studies  
Leuven University College
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A message from

Province of Flemish Brabant
Welcome to Leuven, knowledge pearl and capital of the Province of Flemish 
Brabant.

First and foremost, I wish to congratulate the participants in qualifying for the 
championship week of the NIBS 2013 Worldwide Case Competition. The 
Province of Flemish Brabant has partnered with Leuven University College in 
creating a unique and international experience for young entrepreneurs. Doing 
so, the provincial government hopes that you will have a most fulfilling educa-
tional experience and forge a broad international network. The aim is that this 
will locally improve international entrepreneurship for a new   
generation of undertakers.

Creating international networks early is paramount. After all, the global 
economy of the early 21st century is characterized by increasingly dense 
networks with strong local nodes. Understanding this is often key in solving 
some of the toughest business challenges. These networks have come to span 
the entire globe thanks to recent developments in communication and 
information technology, virtually flattening the world as we experience it. But of course the world is not 
entirely flat. In fact, companies adhere even more importance than before to very specific and local 
characteristics of a market. One could call it ‘glocalization’. As the world globalizes and nation-state boun-
daries become more and more obsolete, companies increasingly spend attention to local characteristics in 
their search for talent, consumers and incentives.
Flemish Brabant is a textbook example of this tendency. Four local characteristics make entrepreneurs 
chose Flemish Brabant as their answer to glocalization. Perhaps it can inspire you in your future career.

Smart
Flemish Brabant is one of the greatest knowledge centers of Europe. The region is home to Leuven Univer-
sity –the oldest, largest and one of the highest ranking universities in the Low Countries- as well as 
eminent Imec, Europe’s largest independent research center exploring breakthroughs in nanoelectronics 
and nanotechnology. The work performed at these knowledge institutes has led to the foundation of a 
large number of successful spin-offs, international joint ventures and patent applications. The result is the 
highest concentration of innovation in Belgium, making sure locally embedded companies stay abreast of 
the global competition.

Proximity
Flemish Brabant is a province of Belgium in Western Europe and encircles Brussels, the capital of the 
European Union. It lies in Flanders –Belgium’s most prosperous region- at the junction of major European 
highways. It is also home to Brussels Airport, Belgium’s main international airport. Moreover, the province 
is located in the very heart of Europe’s Blue Banana, one of the world’s highest concentrations of consu-
mers, money and industry. This proximity to 100 million consumers representing 60% of Europe’s buying 
power makes Flemish Brabant the gateway to Europe.

Specialization
In Flemish Brabant, government has partnered with knowledge institutes and business to create Flanders 
Smart Hub. The aim is to further stimulate innovative entrepreneurship in four sectors that excel in scien-
tific and technological know-how and have enormous economic potential. These sectors are Logistech 
(smart logistics), Lifetech (medical applications, red biotech, food and feed tech and agro-industry), 
Cleantech (energy/environment) and Createch (media). Companies linked to these four clusters will be 
able to join forces with other enterprises , university and government in creating new technologies crucial 
for developed societies of the early 21st century. 

Lifestyle
Next to being one of the most prosperous and richest regions in all of Europe, Flemish Brabant is simply 
a lovely place to live in. Therefore it comes as no surprise that expats or so-called ‘knowledge workers’ 
locating in Belgium, mainly chose Flemish Brabant and thus companies follow suit. Expats are attracted 
by proximity to an international job market, but also by a multilingual population distinguished by diver-
sity. But the real reason why most of the expats never leave is of course the tasty food and beer and 
pleasant surroundings!

Always consider local characteristics, hard and soft, in making the right business choices. Enjoy your time 
in Flemish Brabant and have a fruitful competition.

Tom Dehaene
Vice Governor of the Province of Flemish Brabant, 
responsible for internationalisation
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Prakaiseng Soukhathivong
As a fourth-year Management student I 
have a creative spirit and a self-driven 
attitude. I possess ability to work analyti-
cally and to motivate others. Also, I am a 
flexible team player required in a problem-
solving environment. My career aspirations 
are to find a challenging work place, where 
I can contribute and develop my know-
ledge, skill and ability and improve.

Ngoc Nguyen Hong
My name is Ngoc Nguyen Hong. My date of 
birth is 11 August 1993. I am from Vietnam 
and currently live in Bangkok, Thailand. I 
am in my last semester of Business Admini-
stration with a major in Finance at Assump-
tion University. I’m fluent in English, Thai 
and Vietnamese. My hobbies are reading 
novels and baking. Sometimes playing 
piano helps me to relax and invigorate my 
mind. After graduation, I’d like to work in 
order to gain some experience before conti-
nuing my Masters degree in USA. I hope to 
get the opportunity to travel around the 
world in the near future.

Bannasorn Prasertsri 
My name is Bannasorn Prasertsri, born on 
27 November 1990 and my hometown is 
Phuket, Thailand. I am studying in the 
fourth year of Business Administration, 
majoring in International Business Manage-
ment and concentrating in International 
Marketing. I can communicate well in Thai 
and English as well as basic Dutch. My 
future plan is to work in the multinational 
firm either in consulting, marketing, or 
logistic field. My interest covers wide range 
of things including music, art, and science. I 
always enjoy watching and learning on 
those fields. My hobbies include cooking, 
playing musical instruments, surfing inter-
net, and shopping. 

Chanavudh Vanachaivong
My name is Chanavudh Vanachaivong, my 
nickname is Sumo. I’m at the moment 
22-year old; my birthday is on April 28, 
1990. My hometown is Bangkok, Thailand. 
Currently, I’m a senior student in Business 
Administration at Assumption University 
majoring in international business manage-
ment and concentrating in finance. After 
earning my Bachelor’s degree, I plan to 
continue with Master’s degree in business. 
My career goal is to work for a major 
consulting firm. I’m interested in vary types 
of sports such as football, tennis, golf, etc. I 
also like singing as my favorite hobby. 

Suriya Thongsawat (Coach)
I live in Bangkok but my hometown is 
Suratthani, where Samui Island (attracting 
1.5 million tourists per year) is located. I 
took my Bachelor’s Degree at the Assump-
tion University with double majors in Gene-
ral Management, and Finance and Banking. 
I obtained a post-graduate degree in Master 
of Science in Finance from Thammasat 
University. Now, I have been teaching for 
seven years for Management department, 
Martin de Tours School of Management and 
Economics, Assumption University of Thai-
land.
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Nigel Van Dalen
Born and raised in Ottawa, Canada, Nigel 
moved to Quebec for his undergraduate 
business studies at Bishop’s University.  He 
will be graduating in May 2013 with majors 
in accounting and entrepreneurship. Nigel 
participated in an international exchange, 
studying in Jönköping, Sweden for a semes-
ter. Nigel’s extracurricular involvement 
spans from directing a student-run 
business-consulting group (Enactus 
Bishop’s) to playing for the school’s 
ice-hockey team. After graduation in May, 
Nigel will be working for KPMG as a U.S. Tax 
Accountant. Nigel’s leisure interests include 
music, skiing, live theatre and motorcycling.

Valerie Markham
Valerie is a 4th year business student 
currently pursuing a BBA, with a concentra-
tion in International Business. She has also 
studied at the Dublin Institute of Techno-
logy, while on an academic exchange. Vale-
rie has previous work experience in finance 
and human resources, providing her with 
knowledge of the private, public and not-
for-profit sector.  She has been employed 
by, the Business Development Bank of 
Canada, the Public Health Agency of Canada 
and Hydro Ottawa, among others. 

Dominick Gauvin
Dominick Gauvin, a third year university 
student attending Bishop’s University, is 
studying Business Administration with a 
concentration in Marketing. While studying 
at Bishop’s he has been part of the Co-op 
program which has allowed him to get 
hands on experience in the field of marke-
ting. He has also joined the Student In Free 
Enterprise (SIFE, now Enactus) where he 
was vice president marketing. Dominick is 
currently a teacher’s assistant for the Busi-
ness Management course. Before attending 
Bishop’s, Dominick studied and graduated 
from the Advertising Management program 
at Champlain College. Dominick’s career 
goal is to work in consulting.

Chris Cook
Alex (Chris) Cook, currently in his fourth 
year at Bishop’s University, will graduate 
with a Bachelor’s of Business Administra-
tion, concentrating in Marketing in Spring 
2013. He will also receive a minor in French 
Language Studies. Born in 1991, Alex grew 
up in Wakefield, Quebec. Having grown up 
in a small town, it was the community 
aspect that drove him to attend Bishop’s 
University. His favourite colour is purple and 
he drinks his orange juice without pulp. Alex 
is looking to pursue a career in marketing 
management and to expand his knowledge 
of different social media outlets.   



Carleton

 

8

Ross Park  
Born in the UK, but raised in the Ottawa 
Valley, Ross is a 4th year Bachelor of Com-
merce student concentrating in Internatio-
nal Business. He is a member of Sprott’s 
Strategy team for the 2013 Jeux du Com-
merce Central business competition and 
was co-winner of the 2011 SBSS Case Com-
petition. Ross completed an academic 
exchange to Macquarie University in 
Sydney, Australia in 2012, where he worked 
on the merchandising team for eBay Austra-
lia. He has also been active in coordinating 
Sprott’s orientation program for new 
students in 2010 and 2012.  Among his 
many interests, Ross is a dedicated fitness 
enthusiast and an avid public speaker. 

Stephaine Lawrence
A native of Toronto, Stephaine is a 4th year 
BIB student concentrating in Marketing and 
Trade. While on exchange at Nanjing 
University, she put her Mandarin to the test 
with travels throughout Eastern China. 
Stephaine served as Events Director for the 
Sprott Business Students Society in 
2010/11 and is currently Vice-President 
(Events) for the Sprott International Busi-
ness Association after a year as Director of 
Marketing. Stephaine represented Sprott at 
the Jeux du Commerce Central business 
competition in 2010 and 2011, and is on the 
International Business team for 2013. She 
plans to work in international business with 
a focus on China. 

Kendra Thorogood 
Raised in Calgary, Kendra is a 4th year 
Bachelor of International Business (BIB) 
student studying International Investment, 
Finance and Banking. She currently serves 
as President of the Sprott International 
Business Association, an organization she 
co-founded in 2009. Following a year at the 
Universidad de Chile, Kendra participated in 
the Canadian International Development 
Agency’s Students for Development 
program and completed an internship at 
Grameen Bank. She recently represented 
Carleton on a Youth Leaders’ Delegation to 
Taiwan, and is on the Strategy team for the 
2013 Jeux du Commerce Central business 
competition. Kendra has a passion for social 
business, microfinance, and poverty allevia-
tion and plans to work in international deve-
lopment. 

Mimi Lam
An Ottawa native, Mimi is in her 4th year of 
the BIB program in International Invest-
ment, Finance and Banking. She spent 
2011/12 on exchange at Shanghai Interna-
tional Studies University. Currently, she 
serves as Vice-President (Marketing) for the 
Sprott Finance Students Association, Vice-
President (External Relations) for the Sprott 
International Business Association, and 
Sector Manager for The Fund@Sprott port-
folio management program. She has also 
held internship positions at Export Develop-
ment Canada and the International Deve-
lopment Research Centre. In addition to 
NIBS, Mimi will represent Sprott on the 
Finance team at the 2013 Jeux du Com-
merce Central business competition. She 
plans to pursue a career in international 
business. 

Robin Ritchie (Coach) 
An Associate Professor of Marketing, and 
co-director of the Sprott Competes case 
competition program, Robin teaches marke-
ting communications, marketing strategy, 
and consumer behaviour in the school’s 
undergraduate, MBA and Ph.D. programs. 
He grew up in Calgary, and spent time in 
Vancouver, Edmonton, Québec City, London 
(Ontario), and Valencia, Spain before 
settling down with his family in Ottawa. 
Prior to completing his Ph.D. at the Univer-
sity of British Columbia, Robin worked as an 
Account Manager with Columbus Group 
Communications and a Marketing Coordina-
tor with Travel Alberta, the tourism marke-
ting agency for the province of Alberta, 
Canada.



Heilbronn
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Carolin Knödler
My name is Carolin Knödler, I am from 
Germany and I study Business Administra-
tion and Marketing at the University of 
Applied Science Heilbronn in Künzelsau in 
my last semester. Currently I am writing my 
Bachelor Thesis at the Daimler AG about 
Live-Communication. During my studies I 
have spent one semester abroad in Sweden 
to improve my English skills and to expe-
rience the Swedish culture. I love to travel, 
meeting new people with different back-
grounds and speaking English. Moreover I 
am determined, goal-oriented and hard 
working. On the other side I also value a 
work-life balance and do sports such as 
fitness, tennis and skiing.

Eileen Bullinger
My name is Eileen Bullinger, I am 25 years 
old and I am currently studying Business 
Administration, Marketing and Media 
Management in my fourth year at Heilbronn 
University. After an internship with Porsche 
in 2010, I have been studying two semes-
ters at the Fashion Institute of Technology 
in New York City. Since October 2011, I am 
working as a student employee at the HR 
development department of Porsche. As of 
January 2013, I will begin to write my 
bachelor thesis about product placement. In 
my leisure time, I enjoy reading, watching 
movies, cooking and doing sports.

Tim Seroneit
My name is Tim Seroneit and I am from a 
small town in Germany. I am 21 years old 
and I study Business Administration and 
Marketing at the University of Heilbronn. At 
the moment, I am planning to do my intern-
ship in Spain, because I am very interested 
in the country and its current situation, the 
culture and the language. Afterwards, my 
objective is to study a semester abroad in 
Valencia. In my free time, I like to play 
football, listen to music, learn foreign langu-
ages and to be with friends.

Heidi Häberle
My name is Heidi Häberle, I am 22 years old 
and l am from Germany. I live in the sout-
hern part of Germany near Stuttgart. 
Currently I am studying Business Admini-
stration, Marketing and Media Management 
in my final year at Heilbronn University. 
Thus I got the chance to study last year 5 
months in the capital of Spain, in Madrid. 
This year I did an internship in an agency, 
which was specialized in planning media 
and creating media strategies. All these 
impressions gave me a varied first expe-
rience. In my leisure time I’m actually going 
for a run, doing gymnastics or playing the 
trombone.

Joachim Link (Coach)
I’m Joachim Link and I’ve been working as a 
professor of marketing at Heilbronn Univer-
sity in Germany since 2002. Prior to my 
academic career I worked as a salesperson 
in the machine building industry and for a 
couple of years as a service manager in a 
software company. I’m very fond of sports 
in general and football in particular, in addi-
tion to that I enjoy running and playing 
badminton. Last but not least I’ve been 
playing the trombone for a long time and so 
I’m especially interested in classical music.

 



KHLeuven
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Kirsten Eembeek
It is a pleasure to introduce myself as 
Kirsten Eembeek, proud participant of the 
NIBS competition 2013. When I heard of 
this international competition for business 
students, I considered myself as a darede-
vil. “No time to waste, just go for it” is my 
motto. 
As a team player and motivation driven 
business student, it is an honor to act as a 
consultant and develop – with my team-  a 
range of solutions for specific issues within 
an organization.
I am willing to do it all, my enthusiasm can 
be considered as a golden incentive to go 
and get what I want.

Wouter Deroost
I am Wouter Deroost a very ambitious 25 
year old Marketing student. I received my 
first Bachelor degree in Business Manage-
ment with a specialisation in Marketing in 
2012. During the last year of these studies I 
decided to live in Denmark, where my 
passion for marketing and the business 
world only got enhanced.
My international experience showed me 
how important a strong international 
network is and how much knowledge is 
being obtained with international business 
cases. This motivated me to participate in 
the NIBS competition. 
I’m an enthusiastic team player who wants 
to win. I believe that participating at the 
NIBS is an opportunity for learning and 
networking and I truly want to make the 
best of it.

Jean-Baptist Van Damme
At the moment I’m studying Logistic 
Management and Purchasing. I have a 
general knowledge in Marketing and Human 
Resource Management but I have a more 
profound knowledge and insight in Financial 
Management and Logistic Systems. In the 
past 3 years I studied SME management 
where we had a general education and this 
year I am specializing in Supply Chain 
Management.

Gwen van Arnhem
I am very proud to be a member of the 
dynamic Origo team with which we will 
participate in the NIBS competition 2013. I 
am a 23-year-old student with a degree in 
Marketing and nowadays I am studying 
Logistics and Purchase Management. I have 
a passion for client-oriented thinking, the 
fashion business and for foreign languages. 
I am very ambitious and enthousiastic 
which are characteristics I will surely use 
during the NIBS competition. My goal is to 
participate in a professional way and with 
the spirit to win.

Bernadette Abts (Coach)
The start up of the Marketing department at 
KHLeuven in 1987 was my first big profes-
sional challenge. In this programme I have 
been a lecturer in different marketing 
subjects such as Consumer Marketing, 
Strategic Marketing and Advertising. Inter-
nationalisation in education is one of my 
favourite topics and so I participated in a lot 
of international Marketing Weeks and Busi-
ness games all over Europe and in China as 
well. My biggest professional challenge at 
the moment is the launch of a new English 
Bachelor programme in Business Manage-
ment Marketing in September 2013. Some 
of my favourite leisure activities are 
reading or keeping myself in good shape by 
doing fitness. 
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Anna-Mari Niutanen
I’m 22 years old second year student of 
International Trade in the Business Faculty 
of Lahti University of Applied Sciences from 
Finland. My studies include different topics 
of international trade such as financing, 
economics, marketing, logistics, law, and 
accounting and of course languages. During 
the free time I like to exercise, read and 
study singing. I especially love swimming 
and winter sports.  I’m also a swimming 
teacher for children.

Quynh (Lizzie) Nguyen
My name is Lizzie and I’m from Vietnam. 
Currently, I’m a third year BBA student at 
Lahti University of Applied Sciences, 
Finland. I also spent 6 months of exchange 
in the Netherlands last spring semester. I 
love listening to music and watch movies 
when I have free time. Reading books and 
novels is another hobby of mine. Especially, 
I love to travel and enjoy exploring new 
cultures.

Trung Do Toan
I am a Vietnamese student. I am now 
studying at Lahti University of Applied 
Sciences and this is my 2nd year. I am an 
active, open-minded and responsible 
person. I am interested in working as a 
team as well as individual. I am eager to 
learn new things and easy to adapt to new 
environment. I like to work internationally 
because I can experience many different 
cultures. I always remind myself that “the 
most boring thing is having a perfect life”. I 
am proud of being student at Lahti Univer-
sity of Applied Sciences.

Patrick Thurman
My name is Patrick Thurman and I am 
twenty years old. I am from Tulsa, Okla-
homa and study at Lahti University of 
Applied Sciences. I am in my second year of 
studies, for a bachelor of international busi-
ness. I completed my high school in Tulsa 
and took college classes, before moving to 
Finland to complete my studies. I plan to 
apply for a masters program once I have 
finished my current studies. Some of my 
interests are cars and other vehicles, 
various sports, and spending time with 
friends.

 

Marja Viljanen (Coach)
Marja Viljanen is Lecturer in Marketing at 
Lahti University of Applied Sciences. Her 
teaching areas are Customer Relation-
ship Marketing, International Marketing 
and Asian Business. Her other areas of 
interest are Creative Economy, Art 
Markets and Art History.
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Emily Byrne
Emily is currently in her final year of the 
Business Commerce (Co-op) program at 
Memorial University. She is concentrating in 
accounting with hopes to pursue a Charte-
red Accountant designation upon gradua-
tion. She is actively involved in athletics and 
is the sports representative for the Com-
merce Class of 2013. In addition, Emily has 
spent a semester studying abroad in the UK 
and in during this time, travelled to many 
other countries in Europe. 

Marie Daley
Marie is in her fifth and final year of the 
Bachelor of Commerce (Co-op) program at 
Memorial University. Marie has spent two 
semesters working in the communications 
department of a Canadian energy company, 
where she had the opportunity to write for 
the internal newsletter and plan community 
events for employee volunteers. As the 
finance representative on the faculty's 
student society, Marie is also active in plan-
ning student fundraisers and social events. 
Upon graduation, Marie is hoping to begin a 
career in business communications. 

Laura-Dawn Francis
Laura-Dawn hails from a small outport com-
munity on the South West Coast of New-
foundland. She has a Bachelor of Science 
degree from Acadia University with a 
concentration in Environmental Microbio-
logy and a minor in Psychology. Currently, 
she is completing her last year of a Bachelor 
of Commerce degree at Memorial University 
with a focus on Marketing and has a strong 
interest in sales and retail science. 

Krystal Hobbs 
Krystal Hobbs will be graduating this spring 
with a Bachelor of Commerce from Memo-
rial University of Newfoundland. She is 
focusing in Marketing and has also comple-
ted a minor in French. Krystal's passions lie 
in social media and digital marketing, and in 
particular, helping small businesses in these 
areas. She has volunteered in a marketing 
role for numerous non-profit organizations 
such as AIESEC Memorial and TEDxStJohns. 
Outside of her professional life, Krystal 
enjoys traveling, martial arts, and live 
music.

Peggy Coady (Coach)
Peggy Coady is a Chartered Accountant 
(CA) and articled with Deloitte LLP. She is 
currently an Assistant Professor of Accoun-
ting and Director of Graduate Programs 
(Business) at Memorial University. Peggy 
has been involved in coaching MBA and 
NIBS case teams for 10 years and was one 
of the organizers from Memorial University 
who hosted the 2004 and 2011 NIBS Case 
Competition.
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Dr. Willie Redmond (Coach)
Earned a PhD in Economics and an MBA 
from the University of South Carolina. He 
has been at Southeast Missouri State 
University for 14 years, where he teaches 
the Graduate and Undergraduate, “Caps-
tone” Business Administration courses. He 
is also active with International Business 
study abroad programs and has taught 
classes in Finland, Russia, Germany and 
the Netherlands. In addition to teaching, 
he is a Faculty Fellow in the office of the 
Provost. There, in his primary responsibi-
lity, he serves as the director of the state-
wide - Missouri Alliance for Collaborative 
Education (MACE).   

Ibrahim (Abe) Elbreki
Is a senior International Business major 
from St. Louis Missouri. In his business 
studies he has traveled to: Abu Dhabi UAE, 
Italy, Germany, Austria, France and Taiwan.  
He is currently the president of the Interna-
tional Business Club at Southeast Missouri 
State and is currently taking extensive 
courses in the Chinese language.  Abe’s plan 
for the next year is to study at National 
Taiwan University (NTU) in Taipei on a 
fellowship.

Emilee Hargis 
Is a senior from Highland, Illinois. She is a 
triple-major in Economics, Political Science 
and Global Studies and has minors in 
Spanish and Latin American studies.  Emilee 
has spent a semester abroad, studying in 
Liege, Belgium. She is currently the Treasu-
rer of the Student Government at Southeast 
Missouri State and she is planning to attend 
law school after graduation. Emilee enjoys 
running, reading, and spending any spare 
time with family and friends.

Nick Maddock 
Is a senior from O’Fallon, Missouri. He is a 
triple-major in Finance, Economics and 
Entrepreneurship. Nick is the President of 
the Finance and Economics Society as well 
as the President of the Inter-fraternity 
Council. He is also the Vice-President of 
Finance for the Student Alumni Association, 
Treasurer of Lambda Chi Alpha fraternity, 
and currently serves as a Senator for the 
Harrison College of Business. Nick plans to 
get his masters degree in Finance and/or 
Economics following his undergraduate 
studies.

Patrick Vining 
Is a senior from Waynesville, Missouri. He is 
a double-major in Economics and Political 
Science and has minors in Biology, Chemis-
try, Spanish and Criminal Justice.  Patrick is 
currently the President of the Student 
Government at Southeast Missouri State.  
His current plans are to get a Masters 
degree in Public Administration (focusing on 
Health Policy) and then to enter Medical 
School immediately afterwards.  
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Sundeep Shamanur 
After I earn my undergraduate degree, I 
intend to go back to school in order to get a 
Masters in Accountancy degree. Next, I plan 
to become a CPA. I hope to go into public or 
health care accounting with a focus on audi-
ting.

George Coleman Welch
After graduating from Tennessee Tech, I 
plan to sit for the CPA exam and start a 
career in public accounting.

Brooke McCarter
I plan on working in advertising, promotion, 
and customer service after graduating. I 
love working with people and leaving them 
happy and satisfied with a product/ service 
that I have provided them with. My dream 
job would be marketing for the University of 
Tennessee athletics department.

Conlon Cash
Upon receiving my undergraduate degrees, 
I plan to pursue a Master’s degree in 
Finance. I also plan to pursue a Fulbright 
scholarship for research or education. After-
wards, I plan to work in corporate finance 
as an analyst.

Dr. Bonita Barger (Coach)
Innovative professional with diverse 
domestic and international operations 
experience in both for-profit and non-profit 
organizations. Demonstrated ability to 
conceptualize and implement effective 
strategic human resource management 
plans that further broaden corporate objec-
tives. Strong personal initiative, effective 
leadership skills, ability to influence others, 
proven collaborative style, and adaptability 
to various situations. Research interests 
include creating global leaders and develo-
ping organizational talent. Designing online 
learning experiences.

Dr. Steve Isbell (Coach)
Ph.D. from the University of Mississippi in 
Economics. Chair of Tennessee Tech 
Department of Economics, Finance, Marke-
ting and International Business. Areas of 
expertise include statistics, microecono-
mics, labor economics, and financial analy-
sis.

 



Prince Edward Island

Alex Whalen
Alex Whalen is a fourth year business 
student at the University of Prince Edward 
Island. He was born and raised in Prince 
Edward Island, Canada. He will be gradua-
ting in the spring of 2013 with a Bachelor of 
Business Administration focused primarily 
on finance and economics. While at school, 
he spends time taking part in case competi-
tions, studying, and providing academic 
support to other students. Away from 
school, he operates his own business and 
spends his leisure time reading and follo-
wing sports. Upon completing his degree he 
will be attending graduate school. 

Isaac Townshend
Isaac Townshend of Prince Edward Island, 
Canada, is enrolled in his fourth year of the 
Bachelor of Business Administration 
program at the University of Prince Edward 
Island. The primary focus of his studies has 
been on accounting, but he also enjoys 
reading business cases and articles about 
strategy.  After graduation Isaac plans to 
continue his education and pursue a profes-
sional accounting designation. His personal 
objective is to work in a public practice and 
provide professional services or advice to 
small and medium size businesses.   

Mary Whitrow
Mary Whitrow is a student at the University 
of Prince Edward Island and is currently 
completing her final year in her Bachelor of 
Business Administration degree. Mary was 
born and raised in Prince Edward Island, 
Canada. In addition to partaking in the UPEI 
case program, Mary enjoys being secretary 
for the UPEI business society and taking 
classes for her minor in the Spanish Langu-
age. 

John Williams
John Williams is a student at the University 
of Prince Edward Island. He will be gradua-
ting in the spring of 2013 with a Bachelor of 
Business Administration with a specializa-
tion on accounting. He was born in Ontario, 
Canada, and has traveled extensively. He 
has previous experience in self-employment 
and web development. 
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KHLeuven – Leuven University College
Department of Business Studies
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Belgium
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+32 16 375 300

www.facebook.com/nibs2013 
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